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Nobbe's Release
The denial may be true that no

particular secrccy has marked the
proreedings relating to the release
of Francis H. N'obbe, convicted of!
violation of the anti-trust law and'
sentenced to serve four months in
jail. But it will be admitted that
the matter was not widely adver-
tised.
On January 4 the arhdavits that

N'obbe was so ill that connnement
threatened bis life were forwarded
to Washington. So far as the pub-
lic ia aware there was no publicity.
Thc commutation order was issued
with great celerity on January 7,
with still no publicity. Not until the
release was a fact accomplished was

the public informed. If the pris-
oner had a pulmonary hemorrhage
the keeping back of the information
was most unfortunate. Attorney
General Daugherty, who has inti-
mate knowledge of the remarkable
recovery of Charles W. Morse, and
District Attorney Hayward are

scarccly so innocent as not to know
what persons would think if lack of!
frankness fed suspicion.
Maybe nothing was "put across"

on President Harding, as something
was "put across" on President Taft;
it may also be untrue, as reported,
that Nobbe expects in a short time
to be at bis office again; it may be
that the late prisoner, mindful of
nroprieties, will take a trip to Sar-
anac, where he can count on being
¦free of tlie solieitations of life in-
surance agents who may regard him
m a good risk. But why cover up
the details of an indisposition which
excited the solicitude of a tender-
minded doctor'.'
The publir is not savage. It does

not demand that jailbirds die in
their cells. But it would not have
propaganda material furnished to
tevolutionaiy radicals, and is per-
force compelled to regard the cir-

fumstances surrounding the delivery
of Nobbe as scandalou^.

Poincare's Program
Poincare's first speech in the

Chamber of Ueputics rciterates the
poiicy already pretty well dclined in
the speeches and articles in which
the Premier attacked Briand. The
new ministry will stand for treaty
enforcement. and cspecially against
modifications of it made for the pur-
liose of relieving and rehabilitating
Germany.

Reparation comes first in the
French mind. On this Poincare is
uncompromising. If Germany should
^efault on her obligations. he said.
France, after consulting with the
Reparation Commission, would have
'o consider measures to enforce ful-
fillment. including control of Ger-
many's budget, her currency issues
*nd her exports. Hc also favored
the execution of the treaty provi-
sions for German disarmament and
ihe punishment of the German war
triminals. Until these sections of

»the treaty are enforccd, hc held, the
(Alliea might well decide that the
period fo- the rvacuation of tho
Rbine provinces had not begun to
t un.

A? to the Cannes conference, he
takes the position that treaty revision
should not be discussed there and
repeated h:s recent statement that
an cssential condition to general eco¬
nomic reorganization in Europe is
the restoration of the devaatated rc-

gions.cspecially in those countrie.-?
which were attacked first by Ger¬
many. Belgium and France.
"We ask nothing but payment of

what is due us-' is thc keynote of
the new French poiicy. As thc Pre-
tnicr notod the other day, tbe mora!
:<idc of his poiicy will be emphasized.
There ^tands thc treaty. There also
?tands an unrepentant, obstructive
Germany, clamoring for penalty re-
missions. What choice is to be made
by those who imposed thc treaty on

Germany? Is Germany to be prc-
fcrred to Vrqru'r''. If so, why?
The fir.-«t stop toward an economic

sottlcment in Europe is security for
France. She has the first claim.
Germany's and Russia's claim? cer-
iainly come later. Poincare thus bas
reduced thc problem to its simple.t
terni.-. He has stated clearly a view
to uhieh the French people have
gradually been comin% after many
luckJesa experiments &* treaty modi-
fieatlon, France takes a stand defi-

a a««fher part of ihe bulldlns,

nitely on her treaty rights. Those
who quarrel with that stand are

quarrclling not so much with France
as with the treatv.

The Chineae "Open Door"
Thc powers represented in thc

Washington conference vcpeatedly
have 8ub?er1bcd to the Iheory of
thc "open door" in China. They
havp promised to obsrrve the prin-
ciple of cquallty of commercial
opportunity and, as a corollary, 1o
respect China's territorial inlcgrity
and political independence.

At Washington these abstractions
now are being: translated into con-
crete agTeements. Hithcrto the
"open door" has been kept open
rather fitfully. At least one of the
"open door" powers kept on obtain-
fng concessions which infringed
Chinese aovereignty and militated
apainst cquality of commercial op¬
portunity. Under the Root resolu-
tions, adopted at an early session of
the conference, encroachments on

China's independence, such as extra-
territorial rights, spheres of in-
P.uence, territorial leases, foreign
postoffices and a foreign control of
China's tariff rates, already have
been abated. The conference now is
trying to give practical application
lo the economic cquality theory.

The three Hughes resolutions
adopted on Wednesday bind the
conference nations once more not
to seek monopolistic or discrimi-
natory privileges in China. «-They
clso provide, for the first time,
machinery to deal with infractions
of this self-denyintr ordinance. An
international Board of Reference is
to be created, to act as umpire on
all complaints of infringements.

Here is a construetive achieve-
ment. The "open door" is to have
a doorkeeper instead of standing
unguarded. The pessimists natur-
ally are not appeased by the sort
of guaranty which looks solely to
the future. They lay emphasis on
the fact that the fourth Hughes
resolution has been dropped. It
looked to the past and subjected ex-

isting concessions in China to thc
scrutiny of the new Board of Refer¬
ence. Japan would not agree to this.
She wanted nothing retroactive.

The United States would like to
have the record of the past cleared
up and Chinese sovereignty restored
to the fullest cxtent possible. But
it is clear that such a restoration
must be gradual. The greatest ob-
stacle to it is the present political
situation in China. The new Peking
government is a dubious quantity,
a product of reaction.perhapscoun-
tcr revolutionary and inclined to
favor Japan. It is not casy to under-
write full Chinese rights when China
hesitates about defining them.

Chile's Conndence
Don Agustin Edwards. for eleven

years Chile's Ambassador to Great
Britain. and one of lhc leading pub¬
lic men of the trans-Andean repub¬
lie, is not a South American who
fears the North American peril ov
alarmed by close relations between
the two great English-speaking do¬
minion?.

"There was a time," he said. in
his notable address to the Chite-
American Association. "when Latin
America was haunted by a spectre
called Anglo-Saxon imperialism."
But the period has passed. "1
reckon myself," declared the am-
bassador. "among those who do
not believe in the menace of the
great. I fear very much more the
lutking treachery of the little. For
that reason I am convineed of the
solid advantages that would accrue
to Latin America from a close and
cordial underslanding between the
two great Anglo-Saxon powers."

Surely a most unequivocal utter-
ance.one calculated to quiet those
who say that an increase of cordial-
ity between the United States and
the British Empire will be offensive
to our neighbors of the South.
South America, her resources but
scratched, would attract capital and
competent industrial and engineering
assistance. Her saner men see they
are most likely to get these speedily
if thc two English-speaking peoples
march together. Pushed aside as a
foolish chimera is the vision which
has in mind the political subjection
of any people.
The American peopie will not be

unmindful of the confidence in the
rectitude of their intentions which is
cxpressed by this distinguished Chil-
ean. It is a compliment which every
North American will hope is justi-
fied.

Too Many Games?
President Lowcll of Harvard sug-

gests that the number of games
playcd by college fcotball teams may
be excessive. He points otit that the
single Harvard-Yale boat race at
New London is enough to stimulate
great activity in rowing. Will a few
games of football and baseball each
year arou?e sufficient intcr"?t in
t ho.so sports?
There is littJc doubt that the popu-

larity of intercollegiate football and
baseball has increased enormously in
recent years. This in itself has
helped create a desire in the minds
of undergraduates to tako a greater
part in the sporting life of the col¬
lege. The tendency, however, to
place these intercollegiate games on
a plane with professional baseball
and to make them sectional or even
national contests risks emphasizing
too greatly the decisivc matches
rather than the sport itaelf, and maj;increase the number of those who

take their exercisp by cheering tbe
varsity teams.
One of the main purposcs of inter-

collegiafe games ia to rncourage par-
ticipation in sports by an ever larger
porcentagc of undcrgraduates. Tbe
great.increase in the number of
crews at Harvard during the lnst
few years ia an exaniple of tbe good
effeets of such an impetus. Other
sports have rereived similar enrour-

ntroment elsewhere.
Tbe ideal in college athletics is, of

course, tlie dev?lopment of a large
number of good atbletes rathcr than
a liniited number of experts. Fortu-
nately this ir* the general tendency in
most colleges and universities to-day.
President Lowell's suggestion may
thus be read not. as a crtficism but,
merely as a warning against tbe
present tendency toward an increas-
ing number of intercollegiate con-

tests.

Let Randolph Do It
It is hardly fair for Mr. Hylan

to force the city to pay the expenses
of a long and futile lcgal battle to
overthrow the Transit Commission.
It will cost many thousands of dol-
lars to carry the case to the United
States Supreme Court, provided this
can be done, and the chance of suc¬

cess is negligible.
Inasmuch as the city can ill

afford this cxpense, Mr. Hylan might
ask Mr. Hearst to bear it. Mr.
Hearst incited Mr. Hylan to his
present course of action. Also he
has vast amounts of money.
By meeting the litigation bill he

will at least harvest a little pub¬
licity and gain a little practicc in
the spending of large sums of
money, practicc that may come in
handy when he begins to run for
the high office for which Mr. Hylan
has nominated him.

Going to It
Two items in the news of Thurs-

day are of interest to taxpayers.
One deals with the activity of tbe
engineers of tbe New York Board of
Water Supply in surveying water-
sheds and aqueduct routcs that will
not be needed for more than fifty
years. Tbe oth°r tells of Police
Commissioner Enright's request for
$2,000,000 to be expended under bis
exclusive direction, in the construc¬
tion of new police stations.the best
"good thing" which has come into
sight since the Police Hospital fiiv-
vcred.
The attention of taxpayers is

called to these two items because,
just at present. taxpayers are very
much in favor of rigid economy in
state and city affairs. Already they
are carrying all the load they can

carry. Living expenses are still
above normal. witli wages and sala-
ries steaciily decreasing. Any plan?
looking toward indiscriminate ex-

travagance in the immediate future
are of serious consequence.
Tammany Hall, however. is not

concerned with the taxpayers be-
youd what it ctn get out of them. It
is certain cf only four years more in
full power in the city government;
and there ave increasing indication*
that it expects to be busy. profitably
busy, during these four years.

After the Board of Water Supply
had completed the Ashokan water
system it was announced that New
York's water supply would be ade-
quate to meet all possible demands
for fifty years. Mr. Hylan, then a

candidate for Mayor, eeverely criti-
cized Mayor Mitchel for not scrap-
ping the board. On his election Mr.
Hyian put one of Mr. Hearst's young
men on the board, with instructions
to report to him that the board ought
to be ended. The young man has
been in office for four years and
has drawn. or is credited with draw-
mg, $48,000 from the city in that
time. His report, so far as can be
learned, has never been made.
Now the bcard. instead of going

out of existence, has resumed activi-
ties, and its activities are going to
be expensive.
At the same time Mr. Enright

comes forward with a method of
putting the taxpayers' money into
circulation. Clearly, whether the
people want to bc thrifty or not
they will have little chance if they
happen to livc in New York City.
There is, it is true, a better pros-

pect in the state. While Tammany
has been looking hungrily toward
the day when it could have complete
control of the city Governor Miller
has been cutting millions of dollars
from the state expenses, making a

consequcnt reduction in the state tax
roll. This proves that economy is
possible if the elected officials desire
it. But Tammany desires extrava-
gance.proposes to get while the
getting is good.

Doctors of HospitaJity
Long buricd in the back numbers

of the comic paper is the baughty
botel clerk whose object in life was
to frightcn thc unhappy applicant
for accommodations. But now th<3
running of hotels has become a pro-
fession. demanding both art and sci-
ence.

The staff of a modern botel is a

highly trained and disciplined army,
officered by men whose salaries
might well be envied by the general
officers in the army of the United
States. And now it is proposed that
Cornell recognize the importanre of
the calling by glving a special
course of training to thc young men
who hear its summons.
Few people will queition thc de-

sirability of such training, hut
should the state..siioplv the funds to

provido il? Hotel men have already
madc forlunes by tbe elevation of
the tradc of innkeeping to the pro-
fession of botel conducting. If would
be higbly fitting for some of these
gentlemen, who know bcttcr than
any one else how useful the hotel
business is and how important a

part it will play in thc future, to
furnish Ihe money io endow the
needed chairs and lectureships.

lhc Selden Patent
Appljcation Drlaycd al ihe Instance

of the Inventor
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: I notice a remark In your paper
thi* morning which I feel ruro you will
correct when you apprccintc the inad-
vertent injusticc which you have done.
In nn nrticle on the denth of Goorgo
Selden the t'nited States Patent Oflire
was referred to as "the great circumlo-
eution office" on account of the great
delay in the prosecution of Mr. Seldcn's
npplication. The writer has been an
examiner in the Patent Office and now

practiees before it, and consequently
fecls that he cannot let that slur pans
uncorrccted.
An examination of the record will

show that thc application referred to
was deliberately delayed by the invcnt¬
or in spite of the Patent Office and not
by the office. When the Commissioner
attempted to put an end to the delay
thc inventor resorted to the Court of
Appeals of the District of Columbia,
which held that the inventor had the
lepal right to delay in spite of the ef-
forts of the Commissioner. It was

clcarly thc intention of the inventor to
hold his case in the office until the in¬
dustry had developed without the bencfit
ot" his invention and then levy tribute
on an industry to whoae growth he had
not contrihuted. Under the law the
Commissioner is comparativcly power-
less.
The fault lics with the statutes. These

have been somowhat amended since the
filing of the Selden application, and by
recent decisions the Commissioner is
given somewhat greater powers, but thc
same essential condition exists to-day.
The whole fault lies in the fact that

the general public does not nppreciate
how intimately the Patent Office affects
its daily life, for there is scarcely an
article which we eat or wear thnt is
not paying r.atont tribute cither di-
rectly or indirectly. The result is
that the Patent Offlce and the patent
law are neglected. The Patent Office,
so far from being an inefficient instru-
ment, is. considering the handicaps
which are placed upon it, remarkably
efficient.
The work of the examiners is at least

as exactin~ as tha> of United States
judges. for it requires for its ndequate
performance a thorough knowledge of
law an,j a thorough knowledge of tech-
nics, and yet they are paid at the present
time an average salary of about $2,000
a year-about. the pay of a mediocre
clerk. Whila, under the circumstances,
the work is remarkably well conducted,!
it stands to reason that. T10 adequatel
service of such a difficult and respon-!sible oharactcr can be obtained at such
a price. And this is in spite 0f thejfact that ihe Patent Office makes a
handsome profit for the government1
every year. W1LLIS K. RICE.

N'ew Vork. Jan. IS, 1922.

Penal System Revision
To thc Editor or The Tribune.

Sir: trust that other letters be-
sides this will be calWI forth by lhc
letter of Stephen Haweis in your'issue
of January 15. His proposed method
of dealing with the criminal jcenn to
me admirable and if it Can be rcit-
erated it may ultimately be incor-jporated into the law.
The criminal law until n very re¬

cent date was wholly concerned with
th© nieting out of punishment to (it
crime. It took no account of the. fact
that a very large percentage of crimi-
nals were mentaily deficient and would
remain in that respect children for
life. This being the case. their being
at large is both an injury to society
and to themselves. To shut them up
behind iron hars i.« unfair to them. al-;
though it may temporarily remove tbe.
menace to society.
Under proper restraint and govern¬

ment they could be self-supporting,
find a rcasonable amount of happiness
in life and their menace to society
would be almost. entirely rcmoved.
The criminal aspect of their detention
could be minimized and perhaps in
many cases entirely removed. But re¬

straint by the state ought to be con-

tinued indetinitely until it is demon-
strated that they no longer require it.

CHARLES E. MAX1ERRE.
New Vork, Jan. 16, 1922.

Amendrnent Rcminders
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The picture in to-dayV Tribune
of the W. C. T. U. card to be hung in
the window in "dry" homes suggests
samething. The legend on the card
reads: "Servc America. Support the
Constitution."

I suggest that several million of
these W. C. T. U. cards be snnt to the.
people of the states wherc the Four¬
teenth and Fiftecnth amendments to
the Constitution have. been ignorcd, de-
fied and nullified for the past fifty
years. Xo doubt disregard for these
two amendments is responsible for
some of the contempt for the Eightcenth
Amendrnent. ROBERT R. SMALL.
New Vork, Jan. 18, 1922.

The Devil's Due
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Why blamr prohibition for the
murders and other crimc3 eommitted
by those who drink the bad whisky
of the day? Have you never heard of
crimes and killings in the pre-prohi-
bition days done by "good" whisky?

This rot printed so often about.
crimes eommitted by rot.ttm liquor to-
day makes thone who know what liquor
did in olden days smile.
Give the devil his due, but do not

aseribe it all to the bad devil; thc
"good" devil in days gone by was a
close competitor with his bad brother.

JAMES V. CHALMERS.

Thc Tower
SONNET

To the photograph of a Pre-Rapharlitr
Young Lady

Prooping your pose, you esoteric
saint you!

Bcatrbc-like your ryes and throat
and lips,

And langtiorous are your lup strrwn
finger tips,---

Lord! how Rossrtti would have loved
to paint you.

Rimmed arc your ryes with some

dull, somber rapturc,
Pimming the star dust splrndor of

your hair;.
Shadows of life and love you seok to

capture,
Dreaming and longing,.but they

arc not there.

Keen ns the stabs of January wind
And piercing as the dagger thrusts

of slcet
My memories of you come back. I

find
If they werc warm, 'twould not bc

half so sweet.
Would / were saintly, tender, loving-

wise,
Luring the wraiths of sadness from

your eyes. F. W. B.

"Ed Sehulster," says Unele Ahimrlech
Uogardus, of Preakness, iV. ./., "is in a

turrible. way. Thi* hrre disannanent
confcrrn.ee ha* got so mixed up he don'l
know who to cuss at."

While on the subject of e.onferenees,
the man who names thc Pullman cars

might find aome inspiration in the
roster of the Russian delegation to
G'enoa.

Dfrge
Thcre's a star in the window;
A can in the sink;
The water's synurized;
The brew's on the blink;
Fusel oil in the whisky;
Thc brandy's no good;
The bourbon is moon.-.hine;
The aleohol, wood;
The. rickey is gin-Iess;
The wine.ah, e'est triste!
Js muddy and murky
And flavored with yeast.
The star in the window,
Thc can in the sink,
Don't answer the question
Of "What shall I drink?"

HIRAM A.

G. T. stops ehuckling long enough to
gasp that. the Press Humorists' Assoria-
tioyt. ought to hold its nex' convention.
in Pa.terson, .V. ./., since the loeal dircc-
torg proves that Binks and Jinks a-rc
both. residents of thr Queen City of thc
Passaic. Then off he goes again.

THE SPACIOC'S RATHER
WANT A RATII on Aprll first tog-ctherwuli four or flve-room apartment. Am rp;i.h-

to lnspe> an<l n:?n laa.H,> noiv Hoi rBurlinaton VI ) h-ree-rreis.

"A person who publishes Lhe sort of
verse you do ean't expect to .-.ppreciate

.the lyrics tn "Thc Bookman,'" A. M. M.
informs us.

A. M. M. only reiterates our orig-inal
complaint. We ean't find ^ny ground
for a quarrc! over his diagnosis. Our
only objection is that he doesn't jro
;<ter> further and prescribe the remedy.
Possibly, he considers us incurable.
Even then there's no ground for dis-1
pute, but we do insist that under those
circumstances we're a pathctic figure.

Here we sit. confrontcd by the prob-
ability of growing much older and fat-
ter. but. with our future vnarred by
the development of cataracts on our
sense of verse viaualization. It's down-
right tragic; that's what we call it.

After such a confession, one natu-
rally starts in describing his symp-
toms. ln an interval between spasms
of pubiishing the sort of verse wc do
we read "White Violets" in "The
Bookman." We read it five times and
still don't know what it's about. There
were other pieces we had to read only
three times before making this discov-
ery. Listen:
I laid hot thought* of you
Between eool. petaU of white violets
That grew pale. lidded in a hidden place
And knew their teentless brca.ths would

leave no t.ra^e-
Like erimson roses brea.th.ed upon.

We're the last person in thc world to
rail at clumsy or inept verse. We're
too fond of what windows remairi in
our present all-tc-o-transparent abode.
All we insist is that, to us, this doesn't
make sense. Tbere are others that appea r

quite as obscure, but a reluctance to
display the extent of the ravages of
our disease keeps us from quoting them
until some one decodes the above.
With this over, we return to pub¬

iishing the sort of .verse we do.

The Fervent Feeder
Oh. tenderly carry me out to a tub
And sumtnon a laundrcss my raiment

to scrub;
For the sight of my facade makes clcan

folka grow frctty
When I've dined to my fill on Italian

spaghetti.
Though Frank H. Nobbe, the pardoncd

Me tntst man, may be grievovsly ill, hti
should find some encouragemerU in the
thought of how swifthj a. pardon
whisked Charles W. Morsr, out of reach
of thc supposedly Grim Rcapcr.

It may be that the gloomy at.mos-
phere outside hap made us unduly mor-
hid in our outlook, but the only ad-
vantage we've been able i,o discovcr
thus far in a cigarette holdcr is that
the ashes now drop on our knees in-
stcad of into our lap.
There might be nomc joy in thc re¬

port that Mrs. Stillman and Mrs. Lccds
have gonc abroad if we didn't remem¬
ber how trans-Atlantic communication
has improved in the last few ycans.

On a day like this we envy the
weather man, who concerns himself
with happenings only at the top of
his tower and gives no thought to
what goes on

Way down here in the street.
F. F. V.

MAKJNG THE PACIFIC OCEAN SAFE TO SWIM IN
pyrlKht, 1922, N'ew Tork Tribune It
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Commerce First
Insistence on Its Prime Importance

in Foreign Relations
l'o the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Without a doubt all of us who
have given thc subject. consideration
will agreo with your editorial of
Fanuary 17 on "Improving Foreign Re-
iations," while a numher of us will re-

?ret that you did not go furthr-r and
apply your rcmarks to the foreign
service gencrally of our government.
»nd not, by stressing the diplomatic
service alone, ignore the importance of
Dthcr branches, particularly thc com-

.nercial.
Is it nol a demonstrated fact that

:ommerce is the great underlying 1110-

tive of international differences and of
international agreement'.' As an exam¬

ple. we need Van as a cable station in
the preservation of a line of communica¬
tion required for thc prompt transmis-
non of information either purely cmn-
iiercial or diplomatic in its indirect re-
ation to some situation basically com¬
mercial.

In the last analysis it scem.= to me
hat diplomacy cxists because of some

nternational commercial motive or

stimulus, perhaps coming out of a long
)a-=t experience or looking to a future
)f business prospects. lt would seem
is though the world now recognizes
:ertain defects in secret diplomacy and
;eeks other means to a settlement of
ts international problems. Why not
jrant that in our modern life com-
nerce is the real raison d'etre of the
ntercourse between nations? Even
lapan. in its quest for additional terri¬
tory to accommodate an anticipated
inhealthy crowdingof its population. is
Jtily an execption that by contrast
>roves the rule.
What we need in the United States

s less emphasis on diplomacy in our

7oreign Service. as though it were. thc
¦vhole substance of such service.
Ilather we should unde.rstand that. in
he promotion of international good
will, in the. cause of world progress,
liplomacy is but one agency to that
>nd. After all, is not tradc the essen-
:ial thing.thc potent influence for
jeace; while diplomacy is its guardiah,
:ontributing much to its wellbeing but
jver tlominated by its needs?

W. W. NICHOLS.
New York. Jan. 18, 1922.

Waste Wood Worth Saving
l'o the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: ln crossing on the Staten Island
'erry one passes frcqucntly long tows
)f scows carrying the wastc products
if Ncw York City to dumping grounda
>r to disposal plants. Pilcd up on every
oad are counties* boxes, barrcls and
:rates which, if properly handlod,
would furnish many a cold and cheer-
ess tcneraent home with much-necdrd
"uel.

In years past I have appealed to
.'arious civic organiz.ations and pre-
tented thc case to newspapers without
iwakening any aetiyo response. It is
irgued that the wood in these cratcs
s of inferior quality, but we all know
now much warmth the blaae of the
loorest kindling gives.

It would seem perfectly possible for
he Public Wetfare Department and the
Ureet. Oleaning Department to arrange
hat all discarded boxes and cratcs
night be dumped in some vacant lot
lesignatcd in each neighborhood. There
:hc needy could go, to break up the
.-rates and chop and tie in bundlcs the
ivastn wood to carry home. Or jobs
night bn offered to some of tho great
irmy of unemploycd to chop and
5undle the material, so that cheap fuel
.night be Hvailable at a price which
ivould cover the cost of thc labor. T
remember such an experiment being
carried out succ*ssfully in a Western
:ity one terriblo winter.
We._Americans ara notoriously waste-

fu!. Xo such destruction of valuable
material would he tolerated in older
countnes. With poverty and distress
crying out on all sides, with thousands
shivering for iack of fuel, no intelligent
or public-spiritrd citizen or organiza-'
tion «hou!d fail to protest against so

great an economic waste.
ELIZABETH L. RIAXHARD.

Dongan Hills, S. I.. Jan. 17. 1922.

Happiness and Crowding
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: That the people in the eheaper
tenement districts go around, as R. P.
Green says in a letter to The Tribune.
with smiles and seemingly content, may
indicate that they are pleased and satis-
ficd with themselves. But 1, for one,
am inclined to give them credit for a
little headwork. and do r.ot infer that
their happiness is increased by their
living conditions.

Dirty walls, rotten woodworK ar.ri
leaky roofs do no direct harm, but 1
always thought it. was the duty of en-

lightened folks to grumble about these
things and try to better such inferior
living arrangements. Why harp on of-
ricials in and out of office who speak
of it? It is a matter of common
knowledge.
Epidemics raise havoc in tenement

districts. and the encompassing con-

gestion in them causes daily discom-
fort and inconvenience. Is it necessary
for any one to tell those people they
are downtrodden ? Their home sur-

roundings must make them feel that
way, whether or not it is their own

fault, and it is natural that they blame
others before themselves.

The lodgings Mr. Green refers to.
and many others. are an eyesore to the
greater city. and while they exist will
hamper its symmetry. Any boosting
campaign the local authorities start
should, include a little uplift along
this line, with the intention of bring-
ing more comfort. happiness and clean-
liness io many unfortunate and de-
serving. THEODORE M1CHEL.

Brooklyn, Jan. 15. 1922.

Protect the Good Tenant
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your correspondent "L'ptown"
is certainly correct in saying that the
laws should continue permancntly to
protect "well bchaved and prompt pay-
ing families" from being turned out of
their homes simply because the land¬
lord sees ftt to say: "I want your apart-
ment for somebody else."

In reply to the question: "Cannot a
man do what he wishes with his own

property?" I answer promptly: "Cer¬
tainly not! There are plenty of things
already that a man cannot 4o with real
estate that hc may own.and in every
case the restrictions are so plainly in
thc interests of the community as a
whole that nobody proposes to change
them."
Under housing conditions in a city

as congested as New York is.and al¬
ways will be.the landlord should be
practically a "comrnon carrier" in re-.
spect to tenants.
As "Uptown" well says: "Any tenant

who pays the agreed rent and who
otherwisc behnves as a good tenant
should he. certainly ought to be be, free
from the menace of an arbitrary dis-
possess notice issued at the caprice of
ti landlord".-who may suddenly have
decided to "favor" some new acquaint-
ance, or friend's friend, or cmployee.
The present law makes tenants per¬

mancntly securc in their quarters,
with certain proper exceptions, to be
established in court. Tt's a good law.
Kcep it on the statute books.

ANOTIIER UPTOWNER.
New York, Jan. 16, 1922.

The War Chest
(From Thtt Buffalo Erpress)

And of course the United States
is expected to flnance De Valera's
campaign against the 'rish Free State.

More Truth Than Poetry
By James J. Montafut

The Last Straw
I've never visited the Pole.

1 don't go anywhere.
And yet it's comforted my soul
To know that it was there.
The changeless axia of a world
Whose equatorial girth

Through space is riolently
whirled.

The one fixed thing or. earth.
Though friendship fades, though

love grows cold,
Though ever. you and 1

In course of time must nceds
grow old,

And. very like'.y. cie:
The Pole, obcying cosmic law-.

Stood there amid the snow
And ice. exactly where it wa?
A billion years ago.

We've often of a hero read
Whose large and lofty soul

Was always. so the author said.
As constant as the Pole.

Which meant that in fair For-
tune's smile

Or penury's stern pinch,
ln calm or storm or luck or trial.
He never budged an inch.

But now.and that's the reason
why

1 pen this tragic rhyme.
I learn the Pole has gone awry,

It's moving all tho time.
Farewell to calm. and careless

mirth,
All trust has reached its end;

There's nothing left upon the
earth

On which we may depend.
Taking No Chance*

No sehooner in distress ever sends
out an S O S vainly r.ow. She m;g'n*
have a cargo of liquor ort board.

Miraculous
The average human lir'e has been

increased two years. and at a time
when bandits and auto? are ©raeti-
cally unrestricted.

Easing Down
France and England have nn-

elenched* their fists and now arc

merely shaktng their fingers at each
other.

(Copyright by .tarres J. Mon'sgJtt

The Starred Windows
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The starred emblem which, ac¬

cording to the press. the W. C. T. U. is
planning to have displayed in the win
dows of the homes of those who ab
stain from the use of all intoxicanu.
blazoning that those so making use of
it are loya! to the Constitution, ia the
latest evidence of the overzealousness
of reformcrs.
At a time* when good will is 80

greatly nccded if the whole world is
not to go to pot, thus thrust uj»on us is
a device potential of the utraost discord
between our people. Neighbor is to be
set against neighbor, those making use

of the atellar device, by implieation at
least. accusing those not using it of
disloyalty, with recr'tmination and btt-
ter resentment mounting ever htghet.
Reflected, too, will be this unhappy
condition among ncighbors* children,
for children readily absorb and express
the antipathies of their elders.
"Wear the badge I give you," eom-

mands the reformor, "or you shall be
known to all the righteous as a con-
temner of law and morality!"

Vcrily, Mr. Editor, we bare fallen
upon evil days. And we aare only onr
supineness to thank for it. E. A. M.
Brooklyn, Jan. 17,1922.

A Difficult Crop
( From TJ>« Baltimore Sv» >

The only thing that can be raised on

the farm at a profit just at present is
the price.


